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a.s. Halloween Tuesday, October 23rdTwo FREE Events A.S. hAUNTED House
7pm-10:30pm
Presented by A.S. Programming Board
This event is for students, faculty, and staff. 
SJSU Tower Card is required to enter. 
Decorations are for ages 14+.
Questions? Contact Selena Marie Flores,
A.S. Director of Programming Affairs, 
selena.m.ﬂores@sjsu.edu.
Nightmare at the Pit
6:30pm-8pm
Presented by A.S. Events
Carve or decorate a pumpkin, create
costume accessories, make some fun
crafts and more! Open to public. While 
supplies last.
Questions? Contact Samantha Cardenas, 
samantha.cardenas@sjsu.edu, 408.924.6297.Located at A.S BBQ Pit
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS
SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITYAS
Don Rocha is a 
youth-sports coach, 
turned public-school-
influencer who is now 
a San Jose City council 
member from District 
9. He is running for 
the Santa Clara County 
Supervisor position in 
District 4.
Rocha grew up in 
Santa Clara County 
and said he is running 
for office because he 
wants new generations 
to have access to the 
same opportunities that 
were available to him
as a child.
“I believe the 
challenges faced by our 
region are greater now 
than at any time in our 
history and we need 
strategic and courageous 
leadership to meet 
those challenges,” 
he said.
After working 
with the now-
d i s s o l v e d 
San Jose 
Redevelopment 
Agency and 
c o a c h i n g 
Cambrian Park Little 
League team, 
Rocha was 
elected to 
his first 
p o s i t i o n 
of public 
o f f i c e 
Race heats up for District 4 
Susan Ellenberg, 
a paralegal-turned-
educator, didn’t have 
her sights set on public 
office until very recently 
in her life when she 
felt an overwhelming 
need to educate 
her community.
Her var ious 
occupations in life led 
to a job teaching the 
complicated subject 
of social justice to 
adults and middle 
school students.
“The official 
name of the 
curriculum is 
‘community 
a d v o c a c y ’ 
n o w , ” 
E l l e n b e r g 
stated. 
“I assume the name 
is supposed to make the 
c l a s s sound 
more inviting.”
She didn’t doubt the 
judgment of her school 
board leaders 
until they suggested 
cutting 30 class credits 
from the required 
amount that all high 
school students needed 
to graduate. This policy 
would have affected her 
daughter’s
CNN Chief White 
House Correspondent, 
Jim Acosta, will receive 
the 2018 William 
Randolph Hearst 
Award on Thursday 
in the Student 
Union ballroom.
The award ceremony 
will begin at 7 p.m. with 
a welcome address from 
San Jose State University 
President Mary Papazian 
followed with an 
introduction from Jaye 
Bailey, a representative 
of the San Jose 
mayor’s office. 
“It’s a great 
opportunity for 
journalism students 
at SJSU to experience 
this … we are 
blessed to be able to 
have this ceremony 
on our campus,” 
journalism senior Luke 
Johnson said.
Free tickets are now 
available by calling the 
Journalism and Mass 
Communication School 
Office at 408-924-3240.
By Melisa Yuriar
NEWS EDITOR
Follow Melisa on Twitter
@melisayuriar
The two remaining candidates for District 4 County Supervisor, Don Rocha and 
Susan Ellenberg, will face off in the Nov. 6 Santa Clara County elections
FCB West President and CEO Joe Oh talks about work ethics at the Student Advertising Career Conference 
in the Student Union this weekend.
Advertisers confer at SJSU
The American Advertising 
Federation’s Student Advertising 
Career Conference presented 
future advertising business 
practices at San Jose State 
University over the weekend. 
This was the first time the 
conference has been hosted in 
the West Coast.
The conference was held on 
Friday and Saturday. Speakers 
from 15 different companies 
that ranged in various different 
occupations like creative 
directors, talent directors and 
CEOs filled the Student Union’s 
ballroom for two days.
SJSU advertising students 
and faculty members, including 
advertising assistant professor 
Tim Hendrick, were among the 
crowd of attendants. 
By Paul Hang
STAFF WRITER
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as a member of the 
Cambrian School 
Board in 2008.
Just six years later, 
his community elect-
ed him to the position 
he currently holds.
Though Rocha was 
driven to run for the 
Supervisor position by a 
variety of factors, he ulti-
mately decided to pursue 
public service when San 
Jose City Council moved 
to shut down his mother’s 
dance studio in 1990.
The Mercury News 
reported that the city 
council advised Deborah 
Rocha to relocate her stu-
dio because of parking 
complaints from Willow 
Glen residents.
She appealed the 
decision claiming the 
landlord had assured 
her that a dance stu-
dio could be operated 
out of the building. Her 
appeal was denied.
“We didn’t know any-
one important or pow-
erful at the time, so city 
hall crushed our dreams,” 
Rocha stated.
Throughout his cam-
paign for Santa Clara 
County Supervisor 
in District 4, Rocha 
described one of the piec-
es of legislation he plans 
to use to increase housing 
affordability. Specifically, 
he seeks to implement 
the Measure A affordable 
housing bond.
Measure A was a 
$950 million housing 
bond measure approved 
by Santa Clara voters 
on the November 2016 
ballot. It is projected to 
fund 120 new affordable 
housing developments 
over 10 years, includ-
ing 4,800 new units 
dedicated to extremely 
low-income households 
and individuals.
As of December 
2017, allocations and 
new suggestions are 
still being planned, and 
the measure has not 
been implemented.
“As supervisor, I will 
implement this measure 
and aggressively pursue 
other means to promote 
affordable housing pro-
duction,” Rocha said. 
“The county must start by 
building housing on lands 
it already owns.”
Rocha believes that cre-
ating a Regional Planning 
Commission could pry 
open a dialogue between 
neighboring cities that 
do not want to aban-
don its General Plan and 
rapidly rezone various 
parts of land.
“The commission 
would create a space for 
cities within our county 
to talk with one anoth-
er and construct gen-
eral plans that work 
hand-in-hand to address 
the housing crisis,” the 
candidate said.
Rocha holds a strong 
platform position on pub-
lic safety. When asked at 
a Willow Glen town hall 
on Oct. 8 if he would use 
increased tax revenue 
from home sales to fund 
1-2 year contracts for new 
public safety officers from 
the sheriff ’s department, 
Rocha said he was open 
to the idea.
“I would support a larg-
er partnership between 
the police and sheriff ’s 
department,” he said. 
“There is two potential 
opportunity to explore 
here, and that is pedes-
trian safety and traffic 
safety.”
Rocha said that he 
wants to build a collabo-
ration of law enforcement 
between the two depart-
ments and has advo-
cated for this as a city 
council member.
“I would like to be a 
voice for that partner-
ship between the San 
Jose City Council and 
the County Board of 
Supervisors, and this is 
one of the places I’d like to 
start,” he said.
The County of Santa 
Clara will hold its elec-
tions for the 321 total 
candidates running for 
different positions in the 
area on Nov. 6. 
ROCHA
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school as well.
It baffled Ellenberg so 
much that she decided 
to do her own research, 
only to discover that it 
was difficult to fetch a 
sensible explanation from 
the district.
“The idea that a 
solution [to students 
failing classes] would be 
to reduce the credits they 
need to graduate is really 
a disconnect,” Ellenberg 
told The Mercury News in 
March 2014.
They credited her as 
‘a parent and mentor at 
Lincoln High.’
Ellenberg’s own 
curiosities regarding the 
inner workings of San Jose 
Unified School District 
ignited a flame in her that 
could only be quelled by 
securing a position within 
that very district.
“I remember telling 
my eighth-grade class 
‘we’re running for the 
board of trustees,’ and 
we won,” she stated.
El lenberg won 
65 percent of the vote and 
unseated the incumbent, 
Rich Garcia, in the San 
Jose Unified Trustee 
Area 2 on Nov. 4, 2014.
Now, the candidate feels 
she’s ready to take on other 
issues that loom over the 
community but are out 
of the jurisdiction of the 
school district. 
Ellenberg believes that 
socio-economic problems 
are to blame for children 
who fall behind in school. 
Her intentions are to 
face this issue head-on 
by aiming to fix it at the 
county level first.
“I want to win the 
county seat so that I can 
go from asking the county 
for resources, to actually 
being able to make those 
decisions,” she said to a 
political science class at 
San Jose State University 
in September.
Children that are aging 
out of access to foster care 
benefits are among her top 
priorities.
The California Fostering 
Connections to Success 
Act was implemented in 
2012 and raised the age 
of foster care recipients 
from 18 to 21. Ellenberg 
is glad to see the age of 
beneficiaries increase but 
would like to add on to the 
number of benefits they 
receive as well.
“The new state funding 
model ‘Local Control 
Funding Formula’ 
specifically directs 
additional funding to 
support three groups of 
kids, low income, English 
language learners, foster 
care recipients,” Ellenburg 
said.
“I have not seen specific 
programs carved out for 
kids that are in the foster 
care system.”
Mental and behavioral 
health services for kids 
under the age of 11 are 
also on Ellenberg’s mind, 
as she claims that there are 
none in San Jose.
“We are seeing more 
extreme behavior in 
younger and younger kids, 
and one of the challenges is 
that the county doesn’t have 
good, behavioral health 
intervention for such 
young children because 
this is unprecedented,” 
Ellenberg stated at a town 
hall hosted by the Willow 
Glen Neighborhood 
Association on Oct. 8.
Ellenberg is confident 
that her fiscal responsibility 
will allow for these services 
to be funded.
In an effort to act as 
efficiently as possible 
with the county’s funds 
and make sure current 
services do not overlap, 
she recommends an 
efficiency audit from 
every department and a 
thorough analysis of the 
returns from previously 
invested funds. 
“I believe that with 
the county’s $7 billion 
[fiscal year] budget, we 
should be able to meet 
all of our present needs 
while keeping an eye 
on containing costs 
for the future.”
The County of Santa 
Clara will hold its elections 
for the positions in the 
area on November 6.
ELLENBERG
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The first speaker of 
Friday’s event, John 
Rich, vice president 
of FutureX labs and 
Moxie, discussed how 
artificial intelligence 
is going to impact the 
advertising industry.
 Rich shared various 
examples of how 
advanced some of the 
artificial intelligence is.
Rich showcased 
the Tesla Model 3 
and talked about an 
autonomous feature 
called V9. The V9 
feature will only work 
on ramps and highways, 
the driver will have to 
drive through cities.
Rich confirmed the 
Tesla models have 
already pre-sold half 
a million units and 
said they will be the 
future vehicles humans 
will be driving.
“I believe within five 
years, all of you will 
be driving probably in 
autonomous vehicles,” 
Rich said.
There was a video 
showcasing how 
powerful AI is in 
its current stage. 
AI has made a song 
on its own, but the 
lyrics were sung by a 
human being.
Questions were 
raised whether AI 
could replace human’s 
job positions. Rich 
admitted it could 
but also create new 
potential jobs.
“Some people think 
that AI won’t replace 
our jobs, they’ll create 
new ones for us,” 
Rich said.
Hendrick found 
the event exciting 
and informative for 
advertising students. 
He said it was a lengthy 
process to allow 
SJSU to have such an 
opportunity.
“I’ve been fighting for 
this for years because 
this is the first time 
it’s ever been on the 
West Coast,” Hendrick 
said. “We have a 
lot of schools with 
advertising programs 
here in the West Coast 
and when they have it 
on the East Coast a lot 
of these schools haven’t 
been able to go.”
Creative director 
for 72andSunny JC 
Abbruzzi focused his 
lecture on gender and 
racial diversity and 
the importance of 
being oneself.
“I think we should be 
bringing every single 
part of everything 
we’ve learned from 
our childhood from 
our heritage from 
our friends and use 
that to influence the 
work that we make,” 
Abbruzzi said.
Arizona State 
marketing senior 
Mazhar Badani 
attended the conference 
for the first time. 
Badani resonated 
with the contents 
of  Abbruzzi’s 
presentation. 
“Talking about being 
yourself was a huge 
insight,” Badani said. 
“Hearing things like 
that really inspire me 
to continue to pursue 
advertising.”
Nick Stagge, vice 
president for retail 
company ExpertVoice, 
talked about how 
important convenient 
marketing should be 
for customers during 
his presentation. Stagge 
said proper advertising 
is about gaining the 
consumer’s trust.
“It’s connecting 
with consumers in a 
way that creates trust 
and demonstrates 
authenticity,” Stagee 
said.
Hendrick said he 
hopes the student 
advertising conference 
returns to SJSU. He 
believes that the event 
should be switched 
constantly from West 
Coast to East Coast.
“I’d like for that to 
happen at least every 
other year. West coast, 
East Coast and switch,” 
Hendrick said. “We’d 
be happy to host it 
every year.” 
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I think we should be bringing every 
single part of everything we’ve 
learned from our childhood from our 
heritage from our friends and use that 
to infl uence the work that we make.
 
JC Abbruzzi
72andSunny, creative director
Have a story idea?
Contact us at
spartandaily@gmail.com.
I believe the challenges faced by 
our region are greater now than at 
any time in our history and we need 
strategic and courageous leadership to 
meet those challenges. 
Don Rocha
District 9 council member
I want to win the county seat so that 
I can go from asking the county for 
resources, to actually being able to 
make those decisions. 
Susan Ellenberg
San Jose Unifi ed School District
board member
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Festival celebrates life and death
Dia de Los Muertos or “Day of the Dead,” is a cultural holiday meant to celebrate the afterlife, death and dead relatives. Originating from Mexico, it’s celebrated 
nationally and has a few key hallmarks, one of them being a painted face to resemble a skull.
Photos by 
Nicholas Zamora, Photo Editor
(RIGHT)
Aztec 
dancers 
lead a 
procession 
down San 
Fernando 
Street in 
Downtown 
San Jose on 
their way to 
the Dia de 
Los Muertos 
festival 
held at San 
Jose State 
University 
on Sunday.
(ABOVE)
An Aztec dancer holds a ceremonial chalice as sage smoke billows 
through the air. Sage and incense are used to help clear a path for the 
dead to return to the land of the living.
(LEFT)
Skulls are 
used to 
symbolize 
death in a 
positive light. 
Sugar skulls 
are often 
placed on 
“ofrendas,” 
or altars, as 
an oﬀ ering to 
dead relatives 
and friends.
OPINIONsjsunews.com/spartan_daily TUESDAY, OCT. 23, 20184
Gender roles are forced 
upon us before we are out 
of the womb. 
Depending on the re-
veal of our sex, blue or 
pink items are purchased 
for us in order to show that 
we are either a boy or girl.
Th is process contin-
ues as we grow up. Chil-
dren are encouraged to 
act certain ways based on 
their gender.
For instance, girls are 
taught to be caring, kind 
and soft -spoken, while 
boys are told to be tough 
and not show any emotion, 
as it is seen as unmasculine 
to do so.
Th ese ideals are harmful 
because they teach chil-
dren that they must ad-
here to the roles allowed 
by their respective gender.
However, when it comes 
to parenting, it is especial-
ly dangerous to assume 
that mothers and fathers 
must strictly follow those 
gender norms as well. 
Traditionally, moth-
ers have taken care of 
their children more 
than fathers.
According to Pew Re-
search Center, mothers 
spent about 10 hours a 
week caring for their chil-
dren in 1965 while fathers 
only spent about two and 
a half.
However in 2016, the 
amount of hours in-
creased for both parents. 
Fathers spent about eight, 
while mothers spent 14 
hours, according to the 
same study.
Th ough mothers are 
oft en seen as the primary 
caregiver, that is obvious-
ly not always the case in 
certain situations.
On Oct. 14, television 
host Piers Morgan made 
fun of actor Daniel Craig 
on Twitter for holding his 
daughter in a baby car-
rier. He said Craig was 
“emasculated” for wearing 
the holder.
Stereotypes reinforce 
these opinions because of 
what boys are told growing 
up, but they are far from 
the truth. 
It is wrong to think that 
a father caring for his child 
is unmasculine because 
being a parent has abso-
lutely nothing to do with 
masculinity. Society just 
believes that is the case. 
Th ere is a signifi cant 
double standard in how fa-
thers are treated in public 
compared to mothers.
For example, a photo 
of a father attempting to 
change his child in a men’s 
restroom went viral last 
Despite what society may think, 
some men actually do care for 
their children.
Myla La Bine 
STAFF WRITER 
month because it high-
lighted that changing ta-
bles are only available in 
women’s restrooms. 
By not having chang-
ing tables in men’s re-
strooms, we are indirectly 
labeling child care as a 
woman’s job. 
If a child only has his or 
her father to care for them 
though, how are they 
supposed to have their 
diaper changed? 
Not everyone has the 
privilege of having their 
mother alive or involved 
in their lives.
According to a study 
by Statista, the number 
of families in the United 
States with a single father 
was more than 6.4 million 
in 2017. 
Th is number has in-
creased dramatically 
since 1990, when it was 
2.9 million.
It’s unfair for single fa-
thers to have to fi gure out 
an alternative to some-
thing they should be able 
to access.
It’s a shame that this is 
an issue because of gender 
roles. No father should 
ever have to worry about 
being mocked by others 
or not being able to care 
for his child because of 
his gender.
I would argue that be-
ing a good father makes 
someone more of a man 
than someone who is not.
Despite what society 
may think, some men 
actually do care for their 
children. Th at shouldn’t 
be a surprise to anyone 
in 2018. 
San Jose State Univer-
sity pose a dangerous 
threat to children visiting 
the campus. 
In recent years, contro-
versy has spread around 
the topic of safety in el-
ementary schools be-
cause of shootings in the 
United States.
According to the Gun 
Violence Archive, almost 
one shooting incident has 
occurred daily in the U.S. 
in October. 
Th ough most reports 
occur in K-12 schools, 
children at universi-
ty campuses are at risk 
as well.
University campuses 
in the U.S. are open, ac-
cessible for the public to 
enter without any form of 
security check. 
Anyone can walk in 
and out as they please, 
increasing the risk of 
danger not only for 
students and staff , but 
also visitors.
Teacher assistant at 
the Associated Students 
Child Development 
Center Janet Garcia 
thinks that campuses 
are safe for children as 
long as they are under 
adult supervision. 
“People in the com-
munity can walk in and 
sometimes we don’t know 
what their intentions are,” 
Garcia said.
At SJSU, this issue be-
comes more controver-
sial because the campus 
shares the library with 
San Jose residents.   
On top of that, the 
SJSU campus has been 
ground to various rob-
beries, kidnaps, shooting 
threats and bomb threats. 
If SJSU does not guar-
antee safety for students 
and staff , less safety is 
expected for visitors. Stu-
dents are oft en forced to 
deal with on-campus and 
off -campus robberies. 
In August, a student 
was kidnapped, held at 
gunpoint and forced to 
withdraw money from 
various ATMs in the 
San Jose area. 
In February, a mes-
sage of a shooting threat 
was written in one of the 
restrooms stalls at the 
Dudley Moorhead Hall 
which caused fear and 
insecurity among the 
campus community. 
In her message to the 
Spartan community on 
March 1, President Pa-
pazian said, “while I 
know campus safety is a 
prime responsibility of 
campus leadership, we 
most certainly need ev-
eryone to be our eyes 
and ears.”
Th ough students re-
port incidents, the Uni-
versity Police Depart-
Nora Ramirez
STAFF WRITER
Single fathers deserve more credit
SJSU’s campus is 
unsafe for children
ment still fails to assure 
security. Th e Spartan 
Daily reported in Sep-
tember that more securi-
ty cameras are needed to 
provide better safety.
According to the re-
port, camera viewpoints 
are limited and UPD 
doesn’t actively inspect 
the camera feed.
“As a ‘city within a city,’ 
the university is com-
mitted to safeguarding 
members of the campus 
community as well as 
the large and growing 
number of visitors who 
come to the campus year-
round,” university’s Cam-
pus Safety Plan stated.
However, not even 
one camera is located 
at the Student Union, 
where most children vis-
itors stop to eat and visit 
the student centers this 
university off ers. 
Th e Event Center 
doesn’t possess any se-
curity cameras even 
when various events and 
concerts are held there 
throughout the year. 
Garcia said, “Shoot-
ings are more likely to 
occur during unexpected 
moments and in plac-
es that are considered to 
be secure.” 
SJSU needs to ensure 
that its visitors are safe, 
especially children. Th e 
university has had so 
many safety issues that it 
doesn’t assure security to 
anybody anymore.
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Families with a single father in the 
United States from 2010 to 2017 
    5,649    5,888     6,231   6,330   6,162     6,311    6,452   6,424
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ACROSS
1. Narrow opening
5. Vagabonds
10. Neuter
14. Every single one
15. Submarine
16. Superhero accessory
17. Anagram of “Rave”
18. Acts as an agent
20. Stonework
22. Cheat
23. Sheep’s cry
24. Remains
25. Rocking horses
32. Runs in neutral
33. Answer
34. A wise bird
37. Extinct
38. Path
39. Entreaty
40. Eastern Standard Time
41. Vortex
42. Operatic solos
43. Belongings
45. Close-knit group
49. Barely manage
50. Opposed
53. Back rub
57. Limits
59. Russian emperor
60. Spheres
61. Zest
62. City in Peru
63. Headquarters
64. Seminal fl uid
65. Cheers
DOWN
1. Where two pieces meet
2. Magma
3. Frosts
4. Pulsated
5. Yay!
6. Comply with
7. Hit on the head
8. Paddles
9. Goulash
10. Smell
11. Chinese “bear”
12. In a fi tting way
13. Affi  rmatives
19. Pantywaist
21. Negatives
25. Conceal
26. Poems
27. Bleat
28. German iris
29. Backsides
30. Column of wood
31. L
34. Hodgepodge
35. Withdraw gradually
36. Young girl
38. Pair
39. Priestlike
41. Go on a buying spree
42. Questions
44. Time of the year
45. Kebab (alternative spelling)
46. Ancient Greek marketplace
47. Puts on
48. Washing machine cycle
51. Droops
52. Not false
53. Distribute
54. Largest continent
55. Malodorous
56. Historical periods
58. Belief 
CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
SUDOKU PUZZLE
SOLUTIONS
Complete the grid so that every row, 
column and 3x3 box contains every digit 
from 1 to 9 inclusively.
  JOKIN’
AROUND
What does a 
dolphin say 
when he’s 
confused?
Can you be 
more Pacifi c?
Place your 
Classifi ed 
Ads Online at 
Spartandaily.
CampusAve.com
10/18/2018 Calculus, History, 
SAT, ACT Tutor
For high school students
Submit: www.jobfortutor.com
Email: santaclaraca@
collegenannies.com
Notice of Unclaimed Property:  
Pursuant to Sec. 2080.3 of the 
Civil Code, $900 in U.S. currency 
was found at San Jose State 
University prior to March 7, 2018 
and is hereby advertised as 
found. If not claimed in 7 days of 
this published notice title of said 
property shall vest to the fi nder 
after payment of publication 
costs. Owner may produce 
proof of ownership and claim 
property at the San Jose State 
University Police Department, 
377 S. 7th St., San Jose, CA  
95112, (E-mail: police@sjsu.edu) 
Monday through Friday between 
the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm. 
US government must address journalist’s death
It’s 2018 and people 
are still getting the guil-
lotine for voicing their 
political opinions.
On Oct. 2, one of Sau-
di Arabia’s most promi-
nent critics, columnist 
Jamal Khashoggi en-
tered the Saudi consul-
ate in Istanbul, Turkey 
to get paperwork for his 
divorce, but he 
never returned.
On Saturday, Saudi 
Arabia confirmed that 
Khashoggi was in-fact 
dead, but the Crown 
Prince of Saudi Arabia, 
Mohammed bin Sal-
man denied any direct 
involvement. They pro-
fessed he died as a re-
sult of a brawl involving 
18 suspects.
The Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia real-
ly needs a new public 
relations team.
To claim igno-
rance for two weeks, 
then change the en-
tire story overnight 
is sloppy and shows 
that the Saudi govern-
ment had no strategy 
for responding to the 
international back-
lash of Khashoggi’s 
alleged murder.
Instead of facing the 
international commu-
nity and at least own-
ing up to the actions 
of his administration, 
Salman hid behind his 
government Twitter ac-
counts and claimed that 
“investigations are still 
on going.”
It’s way too conve-
nient that they are just 
now announcing an in-
vestigation had been 
underway, then adding 
that this “on going” in-
vestigation just happen 
to recently conclude that 
Khashoggi had died.
Though it may look 
like Saudi Arabia is 
gearing up to release a 
full-blown admission, 
they won’t have to if they 
feel they can ride out 
the controversy.
King Salman, the 
official leader of 
Saudi Arabia, an-
nounced that an inves-
tigation of Khashoggi’s 
death will take a month 
to report and it will be led 
by Salman.
The kingdom now 
has a month to con-
struct a more plausible 
narrative and this is 
why we must not for-
get the kingdom’s initial 
responses to the dis-
appearance of the 
Saudi journalist.
“[Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia] condemn and 
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Whether a journalist is 
killed for asking too many 
questions, making unexpected 
appearances or because of 
their opinions on a kingdom, it 
should be seen as a direct threat 
to free speech and basic human 
rights all over the world.
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denounce the outra-
geous accusations circu-
lating in news reports on 
[Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia]’s purported orders 
to kill Jamal Khashog-
gi,” stated the country’s 
Foreign Ministry on 
Oct. 13.
Salman had ample 
opportunity to explain 
himself to Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo 
during his visit to 
the kingdom. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
Pompeo was taken on 
a ride by the crown 
prince and acted more 
as a mouthpiece for the 
kingdom than a stern 
United States’ diplomat.
How could we trust 
Salman to carry out an 
impartial investigation 
of himself? 
When suspected kill-
ers are tried in a court 
of law, no judge would 
allow the suspect to 
act as both defense 
and prosecutor.
“When I speak of the 
fear, intimidation, ar-
rests and public sham-
ing of intellectuals and 
religious leaders who 
dare to speak their 
minds, and then I tell 
you that I’m from Sau-
di Arabia, are you sur-
prised?” Khashoggi 
said in a Sept. 18, 2017 
Washington Post op-ed.
As Khashoggi’s death 
is being widely accept-
ed as an alleged-mur-
der cover-up, President 
Donald Trump hesitates 
to blame Saudi Arabia.
“It was a good first 
step,” Trump said 
in regards to Saudi 
Arabia’s admission.
I don’t even have to ex-
plain why the President 
is tip-toeing around 
the topic. He does a 
good job of breaking it 
down himself.
“I know [some] are 
talking about differ-
ent kinds of sanctions, 
but they’re spending 
$110 billion on mili-
tary equipment and on 
things that create jobs 
for this country,” Trump 
said. “I don’t like the 
concept of stopping 
[that] investment into 
the United States.”
I know the financial 
incentive to side with 
Saudi Arabia is major, 
but if it’s true the crown 
prince was involved in 
Khashoggi’s death, then 
we cannot give even 
the slightest impression 
that we are going to let 
him get away with this.
Before these type of 
attacks are carried out, 
the perpetrators weigh 
the cost and benefits of 
the situation. Their fi-
nancial ties to the U.S. 
played a heavy fac-
tor in the execution of 
this crime.
We as a country have 
a long-standing reputa-
tion of being the moral 
compass of the world.
 If we were to shrug 
off the murder of a U.S. 
resident, then we lose 
our credibility. The time 
for political posturing 
is over.
The U.S. must force 
Salman to resign as 
crown prince, pub-
licly apologize to the 
journalism commu-
nity as a whole, and 
be called to publicly 
testify in front of the 
Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations.
Without a free press, 
people in repressed 
regions of the world 
would not be able to 
properly educate them-
selves on the affairs 
of their government, 
which would lead to 
further oppression.
In his last article, de-
livered to The Wash-
ington Post by his as-
sistant the day after his 
death, Khashoggi wrote 
about corrupt gov-
ernments that seized 
entire print runs 
of newspapers.
“These actions no 
longer carry the con-
sequence of a backlash 
from the international 
community,” he stated. 
“Instead, these actions 
may trigger condemna-
tion quickly followed 
by silence.”
Whether a journal-
ist is killed for asking 
too many questions, 
making unexpected ap-
pearances or because 
of their opinions on a 
kingdom, it should be 
seen as a direct threat to 
free speech and basic 
human rights all over 
the world.
No one is above the 
law, not even a prince.
If all my other sugges-
tions on the best course 
of action are rejected, 
then I ask just one thing 
of my president, please 
acknowledge the mur-
der of Khashoggi and 
the direct involvement 
of Salman.
Trump, on behalf of 
every journalist who 
fears for their life, 
please don’t fuck up 
the U.S. response to 
this travesty.
Women athletes are doing more than scor-
ing points, they’re empowering young women 
around them and changing the way women 
are perceived in sports.
Before the 1940s, women’s participation in 
athletics were informal. Katherine Switzer, the 
first woman to run with all men in the Boston 
marathon, stated in a Deutsche Welle doc-
umentary that men thought women would 
become masculine if they participated in 
sports and that women’s femininity should 
be protected, thus they shouldn’t be involved 
in athletics.
“To me, it’s crazy how the mentality has 
changed. The fact that women were seen 
as manly or masculine and not feminine if 
they’re playing a sport. Sports make us stron-
ger,” San Jose State University women’s soccer 
junior defender Kristen Amarikwa said.     
When the civil rights movement bloomed 
in the United States in the 1950s and 1960s, 
women began to speak for their rights.
According to Sportsbook Review, intercol-
legiate athletic organizations changed its rules 
to make it possible for women to participate in 
programs and used this to encourage change 
at legislative levels, which led to Title IX.
In 1972, Title IX was passed and currently 
serves as a mantra for women in sports. It 
states that “No person in the United States 
shall, on 
the basis of 
sex … be 
subjec ted 
to discrim-
i n a t i o n 
under any 
education 
p r o g r a m 
or activity 
re c e iv i ng 
F e d e r a l 
f i n a n c i a l 
assistance.”
“ M y 
mom was a talented athlete and didn’t have the 
opportunity that I had growing up. When I got 
into college I was given the financial support 
to play the sport I love,” SJSU’s head volleyball 
coach Jolene Shepardson said. 
In the film, “The Sandlot,” a character 
named Ham tells his friend, “you play ball like 
a girl.” The phrase is often used in a negative 
way toward women but today, many take it as 
a compliment. 
“There is an aspect that women bring to 
sports that’s just as important. They’re put-
ting in just as much work as men are,” SJSU 
women’s cross country sophomore athlete Kai 
Bohannon said. “Women trying just as hard 
and women deserve the recognition that men 
get in. Women put in the same amount of 
hours in the same amount of time.”
For SJSU women’s soccer head coach 
Lauren Hanson, the competitive part of sports 
is celebrating wins, surviving losses, requiring 
teamwork, rewarding persistence, resilience 
and discipline.   
According to a study by The Sports Journal, 
women participating in sports and exercise 
have many health benefits, including improved 
respiratory and cardiovascular health. 
Sports enhances muscle and bone strength, 
reduces hip and vertebrae fractures, lowers 
the chance of cancer diagnoses and reduces 
the risk of Type II diabetes and depression. 
In addition, children who participate in team 
sports show an increase in self-concept and 
self-esteem, according to The Sports Journal. 
“I’m trying to inspire these women that they 
can do anything they want. [Our team] talks 
about being strong and powerful, believing in 
themselves during hard situations and facing 
those challenges in real life,” Shepardson said.
Hanson also agrees that growth can come 
from game-like situations and teamwork. 
“I think it’s really beautiful that women can 
be strong – not only physically but emotion-
ally and mentally. I think it teaches women 
how to push through hardships, and it teaches 
teamwork and leadership in the game that can 
be used in life,” Hanson said.
Women of today are still fighting for their 
voice to be heard on and off the court.
“Now more than ever, the fight for equal-
ity has come about, even more so with the 
‘Me Too’ movement,” Hanson said. “Title 
IX has helped but I think it takes more 
females supporting each other in everything 
we do. Whether it’s in any profession, but 
also athletically.” 
Serena Williams was caught in a situation 
that cost her a game during the championship 
match of the 2018 U.S. Open. The umpire 
gave her three penalties to which she sub-
sequently lost the game and then ultimate-
ly lost the match. Serena accused the chair 
umpire of sexism and demanded he owed her 
an apology. 
Williams pointed out that men have acted 
out and have called umpires worse things, but 
the consequences were never equivalent to 
her penalties. 
Amarikwa felt that if she is able to play 
sports and show her ability the same way that 
men can, she should be able to speak up in the 
same manner. 
Sports gave 
A m a r i k w a 
that type 
of empow-
e r m e n t . 
However, she 
said, “The 
fight for equal-
ity is not done 
but there is 
always room 
for improve-
ment espe-
cially when it 
comes to sports and stuff off the field.”
SJSU’s women athletics recognize the obsta-
cles women face in today’s society and push to 
be the best versions of themselves.
 “I think all athletics at SJSU have that 
culture of inspiring each other and push-
ing each other to be the best that they 
could be. That’s the fun thing about ath-
letics – how it can carry over into life,” 
Shepardson said.
On Wednesday’s Words To Action Town 
Hall panel, celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of Tommie Smith and John Carlos’ stand 
at the 1968 Olympics, American sociologist, 
civil rights activist and SJSU alumnus Harry 
Edwards’ closing statement mentioned that 
the fifth wave of activism will be the women’s 
movement. 
When asked to elaborate on the topic, he 
stated that men are not going to succeed 
anywhere that women do not go as equals. 
Women need to be acknowledged as respected 
contributing parties.
“We are not going to be everything until 
everything, women and girls, can be every-
thing that they ought to be. So my disposition 
toward women in the movement is ‘where do 
you need me and what time do you need me?’” 
Edwards said. “I think this is what men need 
to do – admit that we messed this up.”
As he spoke of the new face for the women’s 
movement he said, “I keep assuring [people] 
that the leadership is on the way and when she 
gets here.” He paused and his voice started to 
shake as he added, “We are all going to have to 
fall in line.”
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There are 278 athletes 
for the fall 2018 season. 
Out of those athletes, 36 
percent are female.
64%
36%
male
female 
278
the total number of 
SJSU student-athletes 
for the fall 
2018 season 
Number of women’s 
teams for the fall 
2018 season 
1.Cross Country
2.Golf
3.Soccer
4.Swimming & Diving
5.Volleyball
6.Water Polo
Women: New 
wave of sports 
activism
By Melody Del Rio
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I keep assuring [people], that the 
leadership is on the way and when she 
gets here. We are all going to have to 
fall in line. 
Harry Edwards
SJSU alumnus
Follow Melody on Twitter
@spartanmelody
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